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CCR No and 
Study Title: 
 

3284 -  NBT – National Brain Tumour Study (GLIOGENE) 

CI and Sponsor 
names: 
 
 

Professor Richard Houlston 

Institute of Cancer Research 

Study opening 
date: 12/06/2007 Study closing date: 31/07/2021 

Proposal and 
Objectives: 
 
 
 

Gliomas are relatively common cancer in individuals aged between 35 and 49 
years old. A subset of cases are associated with inherited cancer syndromes, but 
these are rare and do not account for much of the familial risk of the disease.  
This study aims to collect blood samples from a large series of patients with 
gliomas for genetic research.  

The objective of this study is to use collected blood samples to identify and 
characterise genetic factors conferring an increased risk of gliomas. 

Main Findings: We have identified multiple DNA changes which are common the general 
population and individually have small effects on risk of developing glioma.  
Despite the relatively small effects conferred, the variants provide important and 
novel insights into glioma biology. 

 

Implications for 
practice/future 
research: 

New technologies for analysing and understanding genetics are developing 
rapidly and this study has created a world-class resource of DNA samples from 
glioma cases for ongoing research into understanding the familial risks of this 
disease.  

Identification of these genetic factors should facilitate early diagnosis and may 
lead to novel therapeutic approaches. Furthermore, any gene identified may 
also be involved in the development of other malignancies. 

Dissemination 
Plan: 

Research findings have been made available to the scientific community through 
a large number of scientific publications and the results have been disseminated 
more widely via Blood Cancer UK and ICR publicity channels. 

 

 


