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A royal thank you for our supporters

Our President, HRH The Duke of Cambridge, 
attended a dinner at Buckingham Palace this 
summer to celebrate the work of The Royal Marsden 
and The Royal Marsden Cancer Charity. 

The Charity has launched its most ambitious 
appeal to date – to raise £70 million to build a 
new cancer facility, the Oak Cancer Centre. The 
centre is named after Oak Foundation, a long-term 
supporter of the Charity that pledged the lead gift 
of £25 million. 

Alan and Jette Parker from Oak Foundation 
attended the dinner at the Palace, alongside fellow 
Charity supporters and senior hospital staff. 

The Duke, who was joined by Chief Executive 
Cally Palmer CBE, Chairman Charles Alexander, 
and Director of Clinical Research Professor David 
Cunningham, thanked the valued supporters 
of the Charity, whose generosity has taken the 
fundraising appeal past the halfway mark.

Guests included Charity trustee Lady Helen Taylor, 
Appeal Board Chairman Mike Slade, actors Olivia 
Colman and Tom Hiddleston, and tennis star Grigor 
Dimitrov. Kylie Minogue sang for guests before they 
enjoyed dinner in the Palace’s Picture Gallery. Oak 
Cancer Centre Appeal Board members Roger Orf 
and Andrew Fisher, who also attended, generously 
funded the evening.

In his speech, The Duke said: “I have been 
privileged to be President of The Royal Marsden 
for over 10 years. It is a very special place to me 
– from my early visits as a young boy; to my work 
experience in 2007; and now my role as President. 

“The people who will benefit from the Oak Cancer 
Centre are cancer patients. Not only those who 
come through the doors of The Royal Marsden, 
but cancer patients across the UK and around the 
world. “I have met many of those patients on my 
visits to The Royal Marsden over the years, and on 
their behalf, I simply cannot thank you enough.”

(1) Dinner in the Picture 
Gallery, Buckingham Palace 
(2) Place settings in the 
Picture Gallery, Buckingham 
Palace (3) Charles Alexander, 
Chairman and Cally Palmer, 
Chief Executive and HRH 
The Duke of Cambridge, 
Buckingham Palace (4) Kylie 
Minogue in the Ballroom, 
Buckingham Palace.
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