
Principles of Breast 
Cancer Care
Effective management of breast cancer continues to provide health 
care professionals with many challenges. Each year over 55,000 
people are diagnosed with invasive breast cancer in the United 
Kingdom alone (Cancer Research UK, 2022). With a greater focus 
on evidence- based treatments (National Institute for Health 
and Care Excellence, 2018) and improved access to screening 
(Department of Health, 2007), 75% of adult female invasive breast 
cancer patients diagnosed in England and Wales are predicted to 
survive ten or more years (Office for National Statistics, 2019). The 
purpose of this module is to provide learners with the opportunity 
to further develop their knowledge in relation to the current 
management of People Affected by Breast Cancer (PABBC).

This module aims to provide an online learning environment 
in which learners can critically explore the impact that breast 
cancer can have on PABBC and ways in which to support them 
throughout their cancer trajectory. This module’s content is 
closely aligned to the Cancer Nursing Education Framework, 
(EONS,2018), and the Education Framework for Nursing, (RCN, 
2022).

Key topics
 – Breast cancer diagnosis and staging
 – Treatment options and their application in current practice.
 – The role of the MDT in breast cancer care
 – Supporting – people affected by breast cancer throughout their 

cancer journey
 – Communication in breast cancer care
 – Exploring the evidence behind breast cancer care throughout 

the cancer journey, highlighting any areas where care could be 
improved

Duration
It runs over approximately 12 weeks.

Delivery method
Fully on-line.

Cost
£1,300 for academic year 2022/23.

Academic credits and level
20 credits at level 6 or 7.



Hours of study
200 hours.

Assessment
Level 6: Mini Portfolio: 2,000 Words
Level 7: Mini Portfolio: 3,000 Words

Entry requirements
The learner should be working with People Affected by Breast 
Cancer (PABBC).

Learning outcomes
On successful completion of the module at level 6 you should be able 
to demonstrate achievement of the following learning outcomes:

1 Demonstrate an understanding of the main complexities of breast 
cancer diagnosis throughout the disease trajectory.

2 Examine the evidence behind the treatment options for the breast 
cancer patient population and how they are communicated to the 
patients.

3 Critically explore the application of current guidelines and 
contemporary knowledge in practice in relation to the safe 
management of symptoms and side-effects throughout the breast 
cancer journey.

4 Explore current contemporary evidence of people affected by 
breast cancers’ experience of supportive care using clinical 
judgement and personal experience to implement best current 
practice into their care. 

5 Critically analyse own role in breast cancer management, 
highlighting any areas where care could be improved, and 
personal development is required.

On successful completion of the module at level 7 you should be  
able to demonstrate achievement of the following learning outcomes:

1 Demonstrate an understanding of the main complexities of breast 
cancer, risk, diagnosis and development and decision making 
throughout the disease trajectory.

2 Critically explore the evidence behind the treatment options 
for the breast cancer patient population and how they are 
communicated to people affected by breast cancer in current 
practice.

3 Critically analyse the application of current guidelines 
and contemporary knowledge in practice in relation to the 
management of symptoms and side-effects.         

4 Critically examine current contemporary evidence of people 
affected by breast cancers’ experience of supportive care and use 
clinical judgement and personal experience to implement best 
current practice into their care.

5 Critically analyse own role in one aspect of breast cancer 
management highlighting any areas for development of services 
to improve patient care including own professional development.

To apply and further 
information

To apply please visit our website 
royalmarsdenschool.ac.uk and 
apply online. 

For further information please 
contact The Royal Marsden  
School by telephone on  
020 7808 2900, email at  
school@rmh.nhs.uk or visit  
our website.
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