
Principles of Acute 
Oncology
The Principles of Acute Oncology module is designed for all 
healthcare professionals who look after acute oncology patients 
and it is aligned with the Acute Oncology Knowledge and Skills 
Framework (UKONS 2018) as well as the RCN/UKONS/HEE 
(2022) Career Pathway and Education Framework and the four 
pillars of Advanced Clinical Practice (HEE, 2017). The Acute 
Oncology patient pathways span primary, urgent, and acute care 
settings and with this perspective in mind, we explore acute events 
related to treatment (such as toxicity) as well as those arising from 
cancer itself (such as an obstruction or compression). We also 
explore the impact of conditions related to Malignancy of Unknown 
Origin.

This module examines common pathways and protocols when 
applied to practice. This module also challenges students to 
critically explore their role as oncology health care professionals 
as well as the impact they can have on the care of Acute Oncology 
patients and their families. Within this, we consider complexity 
as well as leadership, ethics, and the professional dimensions of 
acute oncology practice. 

This module is suitable for Nursing and AHP who work with 
oncology patients who are receiving treatment as well as those 
who are working towards or are currently in a specialist Acute 
Oncology role. 

We implement a variety of methods in this blended module, and 
they include an overview of case studies, group working, online 
activities, and face-to-face simulated Acute Oncology scenarios in 
a simulation laboratory.

Key topics
 – Exploration of the Acute Oncology Patient Pathway and routes of 

entry
 – Critical review of the Acute Oncology Service – Identifying roles 

and responsibilities
 – Acute Oncology associated Policy, Protocols and Guidelines
 – Introduction to systematic assessment and differential diagnosis 

and the ABCDE assessment in an emergency
 – Exploration of:

• Core treatment related emergencies (including Sepsis and AKI)
• Core cancer related emergencies (including MSCC and 

Malignancy of Unknown Primary MUO) 
 – Decision-making, communication and leading in acute oncology



Duration
It runs over approximately 12 weeks.

Delivery method
Blended Learning.

Cost
£1,300 for academic year 2022/23.

Academic credits and level
20 credits at level 6 or 7.

Hours of study
200 hours.

Assessment
Level 6: Poster and Annotated Bibliography
Level 7: Poster and Annotated Bibliography

Entry requirements
Learners who work directly with People Affected by Cancer (PABC).

Learning outcomes
On successful completion of the module at level 6 you should be able 
to demonstrate achievement of the following learning outcomes:

1 Illustrate how cancer and cancer treatment can lead to a patient 
becoming acutely unwell and using the evidence base, identify 
the common oncological emergencies.

2 Justify the strategies used in assessment of this patient group and 
examine the principles of the emergency management of acute 
oncological events. 

3 Identify acute oncology patient pathways and interpret the 
relevant evidence, policy, and protocols into clinical practice. 

4 Determine and evaluate the dimensions of professional role 
development, incorporating communication and leadership skills 
in acute oncology and its impact on the care of acute oncology 
patients.

On successful completion of the module at level 7 you should be  
able to demonstrate achievement of the following learning outcomes:

1 Critically examine how cancer and cancer treatment can lead to 
a patient becoming acutely unwell and synthesise the evidence 
base of the common oncological emergencies.

2 Justify the strategies used in assessment of this patient group 
and determine the emergency management of complex acute 
oncological events. 

3 Identify acute oncology patient pathways and propose how the 
key policies, guidelines, and protocols influence the delivery of 
complex clinical care.

4 Synthesise the dimensions of professional role development in 
acute oncology and analyse its impact in both the direct care of 
acute oncology patients and in the wider context of the service.

To apply and further 
information

To apply please visit our website 
royalmarsdenschool.ac.uk and 
apply online. 

For further information please 
contact The Royal Marsden  
School by telephone on  
020 7808 2900, email at  
school@rmh.nhs.uk or visit  
our website.

Working in partnership with


